FINAL PREPARATIONS  FOR WAR

supplies which might be obtained in spite of the in-
ternational limitation on purchases once war was
begun. Assistance which would be dependent en-
tirely on the friendship and attitude of the British
government was not sufficient surety for a squadron
seven thousand miles from home. In Chinese ports
we might have a freedom that we could not have in
the crown colony of Hong Kong, which was under
the rule of a great, responsible European nation,
which would immediately be held accountable by
Spain if any leniency in enforcing the laws of neu-
trality should favor the United States.

Accordingly, the commander of the old Monoc-
acy, stationed at Shanghai, was set secretly to work.
Through the medium of an efficient Chinese compra-
dor this officer soon perfected arrangements for an
immediate or a future supply of coal or provisions,
independent of international complications. An iso-
lated locality for receiving these supplies, and for
making temporary repairs, if necessary, to any ship
of the squadron injured in battle, was selected. In
a critical article on the Spanish War so able a strate-
gist as Admiral Luce said:

"The defeat of the American Squadron at Manila Bay,
May ist, 1898, would have been a disaster the extent of which
it would be difficult to compute. Failure to gain a decisive
victory even would have been almost as bad as actual defeat,
for the American commander had actually no base to fall back
upon, no point d'appui. The risks taken were enormous but
fully justified by the event/*